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A 
A Fuquiry mto the Canſes of tbe late 


erowth of Tafidelity, &c. 


HE growth of Infidelity and looſe- 
neſs in Principles as well as in Man- 
ners, as it ſhews its ſelf every Day 
more openly and bare-fac'd among 

thoſe who have been Baptiz'd and bred up in 
the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Relig:on ; ſo it 
becomes juſt matter of Griet to all fober and 
_ devour Chriſtians: And it becomes them not 
only ro bewail it and implore God's Mercy for 
the averting thoſe publick Judgments which 
the Nation may juſtly expect to ſuſſer for ſuch 
open Impieties; but likewiſe to think upon 
ſome Methods whereby a ſtop may be put to 
this growing Miſchief, which ſpreads like a Gan- 
grene, and will, by degrees, infect the whole 

Body of the Nation with its Contagion. 
How much this Licentious Humour has 
ſpread itſelf among the Gentry and thoſe of 
freer Education, they that know never fo lit- 
tle of the World need not be told. Whether 
the over fondneſs which they have for For- 
reign Faſhions, may not have recommended 
this to them, as a new Mode of Free Thinking 
for it ſeems to have been brought over hither 
ſome of our Neighbouring Countries, to- 
gether with the reſt of our Faſhions :) Or whe- 
ther their taking greater Liberties in their 
manner of Living hath put them upon finding 
2 out 
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outLicentiousPrinciples whereby tojuſtify their 
looſe Practiſes, I ſhall not determine. Indeed 
both theſe Cauſes ſeem to have contributed 
too much to the producing this ill Effect. 

As to the latter of them, ris certain that In- 
fidelity, as itis at preſent countenanced and 
maintain'd by thoſe that would be call'd the 
Free Thinkers of the Age, does give as much en- 
couragement to Immorality, as moſt Libertines 
either need or deſire. Atheiſm indeed makes 
ſhorter work of it, and at one blow cuts aſun- 
der all the ties of Religion and Duty: But 
that is too bold a Step; it thwarts not only 
the common Principles of Rea ſon, but even the 
general bent and inclination of Humane Na- 
ture. Tis an affront to good Breeding and Ci- 
vility, as well as to good Senſe and common 
Morality : Whereas Infidelity will anſwer the 
Ends and Deſigns of Lzibertiziſm as well, but 
does it in a ſofter and gentler way; for there 
being no Autheztick Body or Syſtems of the Laws 
of Natural Religion, every Man may believe as 
much or as little of it as he thinks fit ; heis lefr 
to judge for himſelf how far the obligation of 
its Duties extends, and, no doubt, will find out 
ſome favourable exception for his own darling 
Luſts and Vices. 3 | 

And this is, I am perſuaded, at the bottom of 
that popular cry, that has made ſuch a noiſe of 
late, againſt Prieſts and Prieſt-craft; as if it were 
impoſſible to fiad a Church-man of common 
Honeſty and Integrity. The true ground of 
this rude Clamour is not, that thoſe who raiſe 
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it are apprehenſive of any deep Politick De- 
ſigns carry'd on, at preſent, by Church- men: 
For, I think, I may boldly fay, that the Clergy 
— Church of England are the leaſt intrigui 

en of any of their Order in the World ; a 
perhaps it were to be wiſhd, that, in ſome ca: 
fes, they us'd more of the ſabtilty of the Serpent 
than they do, conſidering what a perverſe and 
untoward Generation they have to deal with. 
'Tis not, I fay, that thoſe wary Men are ap- 
prehenſive of any dangerous Deſigns ſecretly 
manag'd by the Clergy, whom, at the ſa me 
time, they inwardly deſpiſe as a ſimple and im- 
politick fort of People : But the true reafon of 
this Out-cry againſt the whole Order of Prieſt- 
hood is, becauſe they are the great maintainers 
of Reveal d Religion, and of its Laws; and it 
their Credir and Authority can be but taken 
away, Religion will not only lie defenceleſs 
and expos'd to the aſſaults of its Enemies, but 
likewiſe when there is no Prieſt in 1/racl, every 
Man may do what ſeemeth right in his own Eyes, e- 
7 one then may have a Religion of his own 
making, and be accountable only to himfelt 
for the obſervance of it. For to uſe the words 
of a Devot Lay-writer, * * Tho? it may paſs for ct. 
© a current Maxim among ſome, that Prieſts of ie Fee: 
call Religions are the fam, ye Tam of Opini- Faſts. 
© on, that*twill appear a tadch truer Obſervati- e. p.16. 
© on by Experience, that they of all Religi- 
*ons, chat contemn the Prieſt-hood, will 
found the ſame arts. ds their Principles and 
Practices, Scept cal ini the one, and Diſſolute in 
© the other. _ The 
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The Quakers as they openly deny all the In- 
ſtitutions of ReveaPd Religion, ſo they are the 
profeſs'd Enemies of that Order of Men whoſe 
Buſineſs tis to adminitter them: And in truth 
they ſeem to have given their Teſtimonies a- 
gainſt Tithes with ſo much Obſtinacy, out of 
pure Zeal againſt the Clergy, totry if they 
could ſtarve and undo them by depriving them 
of a ſettled Maintenance. By this their inve- 
terate hatred againſt the Miniſtry, they hope, 
perhaps, to ingratiate themſelves with ſome 
Perſons, who are otherwiſe of too much Senſe 
and Sagacity to have any great Opinion of 
their Principles, or ofthe Honeſty of the lead- 
ing Men among them. Nor are the mana- 
ers of that Party ſo ancourtij, as not to know 
ow to conform themſelves tothe Opinions in 
Vogue ; and therefore we may obſerve that 
Mr. Pen, in ſome of his Treatiſes Publiſh'd not 
long ſince, has been very induſtrious to Ex- 
pound Quakeriſm into a meer Syſtem of Natural 
Religion, and made its Inward Light to be no- 
thing elſe but plain Reaſon; cunningly a- 
dapting his Notions to the Humour of theAge, 
which is running Head-long into Deiſz and 
Infidelity. Thus at length the rankeſt 1 
s join with the Autiſcripturiſts, and ſet up tor 
trons of Natural Religion : So common it is 
for the two oppoſite Extreams to agree together 
in combating the Truth which lies in the middle. 
I think Experience doth ſufficiently con- 
vince us, 222 as it is a pretence to a 
Religion which diſclaims all publick Worſhip, 
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and any Order of Men to Miniſter in Holy 
Things, is only a new Name under which 2 
wa ſhelter themſelves, who hate and def- 
piſe all Religion ; but to avoid publick 
would fain diſtinguiſh themſelves from profe 
ſed Athieſts. Tho? if we come to examine what 
Notion they have of God, I fear it amounts to 
no more than the acknowledging a FirfPrinci- 
ple that acts by neceſſity of Nature, but has nei- 
ther Wiſdom, Juſtice, nor Goodneſs, and con- 
ſequently need neither be Worſhipped nor O- 
bey d; which is indeed no better than the 7- 
mage of a God, and changing the Holy and e- 
ver Bleſſed Deity into an igſenſible Idol. 

If we proceed to enquire when theſe looſe 
and unſettl'd Notions, concerning Religion, 
came to be in Vogue, we may date the growth 
of them from about the Year 1660. They firſt 
appear'd abroad without any _— among 
thoſe that ſet up for the Wits of the Age, who 
declar'd themſelves avow'd Atheiſts. This was 
too groſs to become popular, tho? it appear'd 
too open and barefac'd ; but being not long 
after plainly deſerted as an indeſenſible Cauſe, 
by ſome of its greateſt Advocates, it daily loſt. 
ground, and by degrees was modelPd and new 
lickt into that ſhape wherein it now appears, 
and paſſes current for Deifm, tho? little differ- 
ing, in reality, from what it was before. 

* ** ww 8 wg concurr'd a- 
out the fore-mention,d time ucing 
this Epidemical Diſtemper. —_ rare 

The Confufions which were occafion'd +4 
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the Civil Wars, and the various Forms of Re- 
ligion that then ftarted up, unſertPd Mens 
Minds and very much diſpos'd them to hear- 
ck to Mr. Hobb's Infinuations, the great pro- 
moter of Scepticiſm and Infidelity, and cor- 
cupter of the Principles of the 8 Age. 
The Ringleaders of that Faction which de- 
ſtroy d the Eſtabliſh'd Church, under once 
of greater Purity and Reformation, had de- 
cried and brought into Diſuſe all the Externa/ 
Decencies of Religion, which are very inſtru- 
mental to maintain and preſerve in the Minds 
of Men that reverence and awful Regard that 
is due to facred thin Accordingly we may 
obſerve, that the Ruling Men of thoſe Times, 
tho? they cried down all Order and Decency in 
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the Church, yet were very careful to preſerve 
thoſe Ceremonies of State which might keep 
up om own Authority in the Minds of the 
ople. - | 
eam apt to think that the neglect of Catechi- 
zing (which was then, and has been ever ſince 
too much decried) to make way for more fre- 
quent Preaching, Was another cauſe of the de- 
2 of ſober and ſolid Piety. The Guides and 
cachers that were then chiefly cacourag'd, 
Lind alide thas Forms of ſand Words prefcrib'din 
our Church: 0 and inſtead of inſtruct- 
ing Youth in the Principles of Religion oy 
plain, eaſy, and familiar method, they ei 


r 
ealarg'd themſelves moſt, and laid the greateſt 
ffreſs upon ſuch Points as are not ſocaſy to be 


ture, 


Me mat a 


underſtood, or ſo clearly laid down in Scrip- 
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pture, as to deſerve a Place among the Funda- 
mentals of Chrittianity : Or elſe they placed the 
Subſtance of Religion in Cramp Notions and 
Odd Phraſes; and to transtorm'd a Doctrine 
highly Reaſonable in it ſelf, into an Unintel- 
ligible Cant, which they could form no clear 
Notion of themſelves, nor make a ſenſible Ex- 
plication of to others. This was like dreſſing 
up a Wiſe Man in a Fool's Coat; the ready way 
ro make him deſpis'd and laugh'd at by all 
thoſe, who are not quick- ſighted enough to 
ſee thro' the Diſguiſe. 

It muſt likewiſe be confeſs'd, that after 
things came to a Settlement upon the Reftaura- 
tion, there was not fuch Care taken as might 
and ought to have been, to preſerve and coun- 
tenance that Gravity of Manners, and Seri- 
ouſneſs in the Concerns of Religion, which 
was formerly the Character and the Ornament 
of the Exgliſh Nation. That Univerſal Joy, 
which over-run the Nation upon ſo Wonderful 
and Unexpected a Bleſſing, did not only occa- 
ſion much Diſorder and Exceſs (as Mankind 
is but too apt to make the worſt Uſe of the 
greateſt Mercies) but likewiſe brought off a 
great many of the Genteeler Part of the Na- 
tion from that Seriouſneſs of Temper, which 
is almoſt natural to the Exgliſb, and is in ſome 
degree neceſſary to the keeping up a ſtrict 
Senſe of Religion, and a Regard to its Obliga- 
tions. The Humour of being Witty grew ſo 
much in Vogue, that to be ht fo, Men 
made a Jeſt of the moſt ſerious Buſineſs, and 
even of Religion it ſelf. B It 
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It is obſerved by an Inpenious Gentleman, 
who had the Honour to be a Prizz-Councellor 
at that time, That ſome Perſons, even at that 
Honourable Board, valued themſelves more for 

ſaying a Witty Thing, that would make the Com- 

pany laugh, than they would have done for ſaying a 
Wiſe Thing, that would have made the Nation re- 

joice. And in Common Converſation, the 
Would. be-Mits thought it a ſufficient Confuta- 
tion of the weightielt Argument, if they could 
but put a Slur upon it, and daſh it out of Coun- 
tenance by ſome Bold, and perhaps Witty, Say- 
ing upon it. 

How much this Ludicrous Humour has con- 
tributed to the Growth of Scepticiſm and Infi- 
delity, any one may be eaſily fatished, who 
conſiders, that the chief Strength of our Mo- 
dern Deiſts lies in ſtarting little Doubts and 
Difficulties concerning the chief Points of Re- 
ligion, fuch as may be advanced againſt the 
plaineſt Things in the World; and in making 
Sport with ſome Phraſes and Expreſſions taken 
out of the Holy Scripture, which they have 
neither Senſe nor Learning enough to diſcover 
the true meaning of; and yet diſdain to learn 
it from thoſe who are able to inform them. 

It was the Prevalency of this ſcoffing Hu- 
mour, that made Mr. Hobb's Writings fo well 


received in the World, and ſo much applauded ' 
by the Advocates of Irreligion and Liberti- 
mſm. For his way of Arguing conſiſts more in 
trifling with Words, than in ſound and good 
Senſe, and deſerves to be calPd Bantering roger 
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than true Reaſoning. And it ſhews how great 
a Contempt he had of his Readers, that he 
could think to impoſe upon their Underſtand- 
ings by ſuch wretched Sophiſtry, as generally 
runs t * his Writings. And yet his No- 


tions, weak and precarious as they are, bein 
utter'd with a Magiſterial Authority, and wit 
great Scorn and Contempt of received Princi- 
ples and Opinions; and ſo falling in with the 
Capricious and Licentious Humour of the Age, 
have not a little contributed to the corrupting 
Men's Minds and Manners. 

But above all, the Vile Hypocriſie of ſome of 
the Leading Men in the late Civil ars, and 
their Leud Pretences to Inſpiration, have done 
the greateſt Prejudice co true Religion, and 
made way for open Profaneneſs, and Contempt 
of all Divine Revelation : So natural it is for 
one Extreme to produce another. It being a 
Common Weakneſs of Humane Nature, tor 
Men to think they can't run far enough from 
that which they hate and abhor. This has 
made Godly Diſcourſe diſcountenanced, as a 
Mark of Fazaticiſm, and a ſtrict regard to Con- 
ſcience laugh'd at, under the Name of Preciſe- 
meſs. Becauſe thoſe Hypocrites made / 
Prayers a Cloke to their Injuſtice and Oppreſh- 
on, and had an Empty Form of Godlineſs, with- 
out the Power of it: This was made a Pretence 
by many to decry both Form and Power, 
and bid open Defiance to God, and the Obliga- 
tions of Religion. 


B 2 This 
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This durreiz tis d:3)xrs , as the Greets 
ſtyle it, or running from one Extreme to ano- 
ther, has had but too ill an Influence upon the 
whole Nation in general, and upon the Uni- 
verſities in particular. The Intruders there, 
in the late Times, were mighty zealous, after 
their way, in training up the young Students 
in the Principles of Religion. Beſides their 
Private Lectures in Divinity, they had many 
Publick Lectures and Sermons, which they ob- 
liged the Yourh to attend upon diligently, and 
made them give an Account of what they had 
heard, when they came home. I don't pre- 
tend altogether to juſtifie this Method of In- 
ſtruction: However this was taking ſome 
Care of ſo important an Affair, as the well- 
prom of Youth muſt be acknowledged to 

- And I wiſh, that when this came to be 
laid aſide upon the Turn of Affairs, ſome bet- 
ter Method of Inſtruction had been eſtabliſh'd 
inits room. On the COT I fear that ever 
fince, our Univerſity-Tutors have been, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, very negligent in reading Divi- 
nity-Lectures to their Pupils, and little or no 
Care hath been taken to inſtruct them more 
fully in the Certainty of thoſe Religious Prin- 
ciples, in the Belief of which they have been 
Baptized and Educated. 

This Neglect, I doubt not, has been one 
great Cauſe of that Unſettledneſs in Religion, 
which ſo over-runs our Gentry and Perſons of 
an Ingenuous Education. Without Queftion 
Children ſhould be train'd up to know their 

| Duty 
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Duty to God, as ſoon as they are able to learn: 
But yet what we learn in our Childhood, we 
can aſſent to only upon the Authority of our 
Maſters and Teachers. But when Perſons 
come to the Years of Diſcretion, which is a- 
bout the time of their going to the Univerſity ; 
then is the proper Seaſon to build them up in 
their Holy Faith, and to inſtruct them in the 
Reaſons why they believe it. And if this Op- 
portunity be let flip, when once young 
Gentlemen come abroad in the World, and 
chance to fall into the Company of looſe and 
ill-principled Perſons, (who are but two rife 
every where) theſe make it their Buſineſs to 
laugh young People out of the Tenets they 
learr'd implicitely from their Parents and Tea- 
chers: And they that are 2 come abroad 
in the World, lie under great Temptations of 
making Shipwrack both of Faith and a good Con- 
ſcience, if they have nothing to fay for their 
Belief in anſwer to theſe wicked Inſinuations; 
when, at the ſame time, their own corrupt In- 
chnations, join'd with the Power of ill Exam- 
ple, ſhall prompt them to caſt off the Ties of 
Religion,as an unreaſonable Reſtraint of what 
they are told is their Nature Liberty. © 

I fear this has been the Cafe too man 
whoſe Lives and Principles have not at all an- 
fwer'd the Care which their Friends have ta- 
ken of their Education. And I defire that 
what I have ſo freely ſpoken upon this Head, 
may not be imputed to any Prejudice taken n 
againſt thoſe Two Haſtrioas Seats of Learning ;; 
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Inaſmuch as it proceeds from that Sincere Ho- 
nour and Hearty Concern, which every Lover 
of Learning ſhould have tor the Welfare of 
them both: And becauſe I am fully perſuaded 
nothing can contribute more to the Credit and 
Reputation of the Unzverſities, (upon whoſe 
Welfare the PR State of the Church 
doth very much depend) than the caretul E- 
ducation of the Youth committed to their 
Truſt, and that with reſpect to Religion as 
well as to Learning; the Fear of God being the 
trueſt and molt uſeful Part of Wiſdom. And 
I can't but think, that if young Gentlemen 
were carefully inſtructed in the General Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, during their Continu- 
ance at the Univerſity, they would, many of 
them at leaſt, ſtick cloſe to thoſe Principles, 
and likewiſe retain a Reſpect for the Place 
where they learnt them, as long as they lived : 
And that one Reaſon why the —— are 
ſo much decried of late, even by ſome that have 
been bred in them, is, becauſe thoſe that ſpeak 
againſt them, ſuſpect there was not ſufficient 
re taken of their own Education during 
their Abode there. 

In order to prevent a Neglect of ſuch ill 
Conſequence, and that thoſe who deſpair: of 
Reforming this Generation, may have Hopes 
that a Better will ſucceed, I would humbly 
and earneſtly recommend it to the Care of the 


Governors of our ae that they would 


provide Publick Catechiſts in each Society; an 
Office wiſely inſtitut 


by the Primitive Charch; 
nor 
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not ſo much for the Iaſtruction of Children, as 
the Confirming Grown Perſons in their Faith: Or 
elſe, that they would take particular Care that 
private Tutors might diligently inſtruct their 
Pupils in the Principles of Religion, as well as 
thoſe of other Sciences: To the End,that when 
they come into the World, they may be able to 
give a Rational Azſwer to thoſe that demand 
of them 4 Reaſon of the Hope which is in them. 

And becauſe *tis too common a Fault for 
yound Students, who are not defign'd for the 
Proſeſſion of Divinity, to neglect the ö 
of the Holy Scriptures, it were to be wiſh'd, 
that all Tutors would both recommend to thoſe 
under their Care, the Study of the Scriptures 
in General, and likewiſe direct them what 
Parts of it were fitteſt for their Reading, and 
what Expoſitors were molt proper for them to 
conſult for the explaining of ſuch Difficulties 
which they may meet with. 

The Holy Scriptures being written by God's 
Direction, on purpoſe to iuſtruct Men in the 
Ways of Salvation, 'tis certain no other Book. 
can be ſo uſeful ro that purpoſe : And there is 
all the Reaſon in the World to expect, that 
God will particularly bleſs the. Egdeavours of 
thoſe who come to him in his own Way, and 
make Uſe of thoſe Means of Inſtruction which 
he himſelf has appointed. And even ſetting a- 
ſide the Divine Authority of the Holy Wri- 
tings, if we conſider them only as containing 
the moſt Axcient Records that are extant in the 
World, the greateſt Variety of Wiſe Obſerva- 


tions, 
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tions, together with a moſt ſurpriſing Hiſtory 
of the moſt Remarkable Occurrences; upon theſe 
Accounts they may juſtly challenge the prin- 
cipal Place in the Studies of all Curious and 
Inquiſitive Perſons. 

But as they are the Rich Repoſitory of all the 
Treaſares of Divine Wiſdom, there can be no 
Compariſon between theſe Holy Books, and 
the moſt Celebrated Writings of Humane Com- 
poſure. And to encourage all Ingemous Per- 
{ons to ſtudy the Scriptures,and to ule the moſt 
proper Helps for the underſtanding them, I 
dare confidently affirm, that the chief Rea ſon 
why Men deſpiſe the Scriptures, is, becauſe 
they do not underſtand them, and will not be 
at the Pains to conſult thofe that do; and that 
the more any Man ſearches into them, the more 
Reaſon he will find to value and admire them. 

When I conſider the great Pains, Learning, 
and Judgment,which have been ſhewn by Chri- 
ſtian Writers in the Explication and Defence of 
the Scriptures; and the raw, indigeſted Obje- 
dd ions, which Scepticks and Infidels have made 
againſt them: If one were to judge of the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe barely by the Abilities of each 
Party, the Advantage would appear incompa- 
rably greater on the Scripture· ſide. In the De- 
fence of which, there has been employ'd Yoſt 
| Reading, an Indefatigable Induſtry, and a Solid 

Judgment; whereas on the other fide hath ap- 
pe only a little Seperficial Learning, Ground- 

eſs Suſpicions, and a Cavilling Vein of Writing: 

Signs, that the Cauſe wants Truth, 
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and that the Abetters of it have no deſire to 
fad it. 

It is judiciouſly obſerved by an eminent 
Writer, that the Diſeſteem of the Scriptures is 
the decay of Religion. To prevent which, no- 
thing ſeems more neceſſary than to remove 
thoſe Difficulties and Prejudices which hinder 
many from reading or ſtudying the Scriptures 
withthat care which every Man, that has a 
due concern for his Salvation, ought to do. 
And I am perſuaded that nothing will more 
conduce to this end than to have a more free 
and paraphraſtical Tranſlation of thoſe parts of 
Scripture which are moſt fitted for general uſe, 
ſet forth by Authority, not to be read ia Churches, 
but for the private uſe of ſuch as are deſirous 
to underſtand the Scriptures, but cannot have 
recourſe to the Originals, or ſuch other helps, 
as Learned Men make uſe of to explain the 
difficult Paſſages therein contained. And I 
cannot forbear humbly recommending it to 
the conſideration ofour Charch- Governors, whe- 
ther it might not be a proper means to encou- 
rage our Gentry to peruſe that Holy Book 
more than many of them do, when they ſhall 
ſee it dreſſed up in a more modern Stile and 
Phraſe, and withal the ſenſe of it lie more o- 
pen and obvious to a common underſtanding, 
than it does in many places at preſent, under 


the diſadvantages of a literal Tranſlation. Such 
a thing has been attempted. by the Janſeniſts in 
France with good ſucceſs, thoꝰ their Traaſ- 


lations of the New Teſtament be in ſome places 
C manifeſtly 
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manifeſtly perverted to give countenance to 
ſome of the particular Jenets of the Romiſh 
Church, yet the Book has generally met with 
better Reception among the Proteſtants than a- 
mong thoſe of the Popiſh Communion, who 
ſeem to ſulpe the Deſign, becauſe it ſets the 
Scriptures ina clearer Light than they are wil- 
ling to have them placed, and encourages the 
Laity to read them, which they do not think 
at all ſerviceable tothe intereſts of their Church. 

Thanks be to God, we may fately ſay that 
the Scriptures were never more thoroughly 
ſearched nor better underſtood in any Age, 
than they are by the preſent Clergy of the 
Church of England; and it ſome of them were 
employed to compole a Paraphraſtical I ranſla- 
tion of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, and ſuch other 
parts of the Holy Scripture, as ſhould be 
thought moſt to need ſuch an Explication, in 
order to fit them for common uſe ; where, 
without ſtrictly adhering to the Idioms of the 
Greek and Hebrew, if the ſenſe of the Originals 
were rendered into common Exgliſb fully and 
> ap agg ſuch a Work might at once ſi- 

the abiurd Cavils of anreaſonable and 
wicked Men againſt thoſe Holy Writings, and 
withal ſupply the place of a ſbort Commentary 
tothoſe,who are ſincerly defirous to underſtand 
the Will of God deliver'd in thoſe ſacred Ora- 
cles, but are diſcourag d from fo uſeful a ſtudy 
by the bulk or the price of the large Commen- 
tators. 


ä — — — —-— Inn 


(19) 

I would not be thought, by what I have faid 
upon this Head, to make ny unbecomi 
Reflection upon the pablict and allowed Tranſ- 
[ations of Scripture which generally keep ve- 
ry cloſe to the Letter. For conſidering the 
various Opinions which have diſtracted the 
Church in all Apes, twas neceſſary that the 
Authentick Tranſlations ſhould be literal, 
and intermeddle, as little as might be, in the 
Controverſies which are banded about a 
the ſeveral Parties. But yet I ſhall take the 
liberty to ſay, that the Interpreters both An- 
tient and Modern, ſeem to ha ve been ſomething 
too cautious, and, if I may fo ſpeak, Saperſti- 
tiows in this matter, and by too ſervile an ad- 
herence to the Letter of the Originals, have 
neither ſet forth the Beauty nor the Senſe ot 
the Scriptures to the beſt 2 
This hath diſcouraged many from reading 
the Scriptures, or made them lay aſide that 
deſign, before they had gone far enough to 
have a true taſte of the good Word of God, 
and a juſt value for its Worth and Excellency. 
As tis reported of a Raman Cardinal that ſaid, 
He had read over the Bible once, meaning the 
vulgar Latin Tranſlation, but would not venture 
to read it over again, for fear it ſbould quite ſpoil 

his Latin Stile. Indeed that Tranſlation has a 
roughneſs and barbarouſneſs of Stile that can'r 
— =_ » our as cm — ſeveral 

which, and particularly our Exgliſb, are not 
only made in correct *in are, in 
many places, very 1 and do a your 
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deal of Juſtice to the Original. But ſtill we 
may ſay ot all the litcral Tranllations that have 
hitherto been made, that as to ſeveral parts of 
Scriptures, none of them have expreſs'd the O- 
riginal in its full force, ſo as to give an ordina- 
ry Reader a juſt Idea of the Scope and Deſign 
of the Holy Text. And this I ſpeak not only 
with reſpect to the Prophetical Writings, and 
ſome other more obſcure partsot Scripture, in 
many places of which the moſt learned Tex- 
tuaries acknowledge themſelves fomuch in the 
dark, as not to be able to pronounce with any 
degree of aſſurance, what is the certain ſenſe of 
ſeveral Expreſſions which the Holy Writers 
make uſe of; but even with reſpect to ſome 
parts of the New Teſtament itſelf. For ex- 
ample; the Argumentative part of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles is not expreſſed in any of the publickl 
approved Tranllations that I ever ſaw, wit 
that clearneſs, as to inform an ordinary Reader 
of the Scope and Connexion of the whole Diſ- 
courſe, or make him capable of judging where 
the true force of the Apoſtle's Argument lies. 

From hence has ſprung a double Prejudice a- 
gainſt the holy Writings: The firſt is, that thoſe 
who pretend to jadge of thoſe things wholly 
by Reaſon, deſpiſe them as wanting cloſeneſs 7 
Argument, and conſequently as being of no uſe 
to convince Gain- ſayers: The other is, that 
wicked Men take occaſion to ridicule the Holy 
Writings from the oddneſs and uncouthneſs of 
of ſome Expreſſions as they appear in our 
Tranſlation; ſuch as the ſinfulneſs of Sin, and 


ſome 
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ſame others of that kind, which being tranſ- 
lated literally from Hebrew Idiotiſms and 
forms of Spcech, are not at all ſuitable to the 
Genius of our own, or indecq of any Mo- 
dern Language. 

The proper Remedy for tlieſe and many o- 
ther diſadvantages which the Scripture la- 
bours under, among unlearned or prejudiced 
Readers, would be, as I humbly conceive, ro 
have ſuch a Tranſlation at leaſt of thoſe parts 
of Scripture which are of molt general uſe, 
publiſh'd by the joint Endeavours of Men skil- 
tul in the Originals, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhould 
be rather to render Phraſe for Phraſe, than ſtick 
too cloſe to the Letter, and to have a greater 
regard to the Senſe than to the Stile of the Ho- 
ly Writers. It would be convenient withal 
that they ſhould give a different Tranſlation in 
the Margin where the Senſe is doubtful, and 
ſupply what is defective in the manner of Ex- 
poſition, or in the Connexion of the Diſcourſe, 
which may be put in different Characters to 
diſtinguiſh it from the Original: Such ſhort II- 
luſtrations will ſupply the place of a Commen- 
tary, and withal inform the Readers, that the 
Holy Writings are not fuch looſe, immethodi- 
cal Pikeurits as ſome, whoare not ſufficiently 
1 with them, are apt to ſuggeſt. 

heſe, and many other advantages, I am 
perſuaded would accrue to the intereſts of our 
common Chriſtianity, by having the Scriptures 
placed in their true Light, and recommended 
to the reading and conſideration of ordinary 
Capacities. But 
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But becauſe there is nothing, how uſeful ſo- 
ever, but is attended with ſome Inconvenien- 
ces, it will not be improper to examine the 
chief of thoſe that may be Objected againſt 
ſuch a ſort of Tranſlation, and conſider how 
they may be prevented. 

And the chief O6je&ion againſt ſuch a Work 
that I can at preſent think of, is this, That con- 
ſidering the differing Sentiments that are to be 
found even among Proteſtants, whatever Part 
the Perſons are of, who are entruſted to Com- 
poſe ſuch a Tranſlation, it may be ſuggeſted, 
that they will be apt to interpoſe the Holy 
Writ in favour of their own Sentiments, and 
ſo, in a manner r their private Opinions 
into the Canon of the Scriptare; and therefore 
it will be of dangerous Conſequence to allow 
Men ſuch a liberty of Interpretation. 
In anſwer to this Objection, I ſuppoſe the 
Perſons employed in making ſuch a Tranſlati- 
on, not to be given to Wrath or Diſpating, i. e. 
not to be prepoſſeſſed with an indiſcreet Zeal, 
either for or againſt ſuch Opinions as do not at 
all concern the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; 
and ſuch Per ſons will not probably perverc 
Senſe of Scripture to make it ſpeak in favour 
of, or in contradiction to ſuch Opinions, where 
every Man FH in his own Senſe, with- 
out any manifeſt injury to Truth or Peace. 


For example, I believe all ſober and judicious 
Men are too wiſe to be very peremptory in 
pronouncing upon either ſide of the Predeſfina- 
r:au Controverſy: And if the making ſuch a 
Tranſlation 
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Tranſlation as we ſpeak of, were committed 
to the Care of ſuch Perſons, they would not 
Wire-draw any of the Texts that are com- 
monly alledg'd in favour of either fide of that 
Diſpute, but would Tranſlate them in ſuch a 
manner, as, upon the molt impartial view, the 
ſhould judge to be moſt agrecable to the Wor 
and Scope of the Original. And inother Ca- 
ſes, where we ha ve rea ſon to believe the Scrip 
tures to be plain and premptory, there can be 
no inconvenience if the Tranflators are poſi- 
tive, where the Scriptures themſelves are ſup- 
poſed to be ſo too. 

The Tranſlators of the Mons Teſtament have 
indeed ſtrain'd fome Texts of Scripture, and 


made them ſpeak in fayour of Pargatom, * and ' Coc. 3. 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs, + but if they had ne-P Ad 


ver ſo much mind to it, they could not have :. 
Tranſlated the 14th Chap. of the firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians in fuch a manner, as to make 
it favour the Practice of their Church, in ha- 
ving the publick Worſhip of God in an «z- 
known Tong ae. In this and ſeveral other caſes, 
which yet are matters of Diſpute between the 
ſeveral Parties of Chriſtians, the Scripture is 
ſo decretory on one fide, that as there is no 
room for the contrary Party to pervert the 
Text, ſo they that are on the right fide need 
not deſire the Scriptures ſpeak plainer 
for them, than the natural import of the words, 
without any force or ſtraining, amounts to. 

Perhaps ſome may make this another Obje&#1- 
on againit ſuch a Paraphraſftical Tranſlation, that 
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it was firſt ſet on foot by Caſtalio, whoſe Tranſ- 
lation has been diflik'd and cenſur'd by ſeveral 


eminent Divines of the Reformed Church. 

In anſwer to this Exception, without un- 
dertaking to juſtify every particular in that 
Tranſlation, it may be ſaid with a great deal 
of Juſtice and Truth, that Caffa/io was a learn- 
ed Man, and that his Tranſlation is, upon ma- 
ny accounts, an uſeful Work. He was indeed 
too fond of Novelty (a fault commonly inci- 
dent to thoſe that fer upon a new Deſign) and 
theretore alter'd ſome of the Ancient Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Tims, and receiv'd forms of Speech with- 
out any neceſſity : His Commentaries likewiſe 
and Conjectures upon the Original Text are 
now and then two bold and unwarrantable : 
but yet he has given great light to many paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, and tranſlated them to a 
better Senſe, and more agreeable to the Origi- 
nal, than ſome of thoſe who have come after 
him and cenſur'd him. In ſhort, he was the 
firſt that ſet ſuch a Deſign on foot, and there- 
fore *tis no wonder if he did not bring it to 
perfection; but thoſe that come after him may 
ealily fee his faults and avoid them. 

In the laſt place it may be alledg'd, that ſuch 
a Tranſlation as we have been ſpeaking of, 
would reflect upon that which is already ſet 
forth by Authority, and publickly read in our 
Churches, as if it were not a perfect and faith- 
ful Verſion of the Scriptures. 
To this it may be replied in ſhort, that the 
allowed Tranſlation is very well fitted for pub- 


lick 
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lick uſe ; for as it was obſerv'd before, ts al- 
together neceſſary a Tranſlation that is deſign- 
ed for publick uſe, ſhould keep cloſe to the 
Letter: And the making another: more la 
and Paraphraſtical for private uſe is no more a 
reflection upon the former, than the ſeveral 
Commentaries and Paraphraſes are, which have 
been 'publifh'd in Erz/ifſh- upon the Scriptures, 
in order to render them more eaſily under- 
ſtood by every common Reader. 7 

Whether I have here propos'd a proper me- 
thod for promoting the Study and advancing 
the Eſteem of the Scriptures, I muſt leave o- 
thers to judge. This I am ſure of, that the 
beſt way to recover the Credit of Religion in 
general, and Chriſtianity in particular, is to 
engage Men, by all fair Enducements, care- 
fully to read, and thoroughly to conſider thoſe 
Holy Oracles. Atheiſm is D exploded by 
all conſidering Perſons as abſurd in its Princi- 
ples, as well as Miſchievous in its Conſequen- 
ces. Deiſm is the word now in vogue: And if 
thoſe that ſet up for Admirers of natural Re- 
ligion are in good earneſt, I am confident the 
very Princiehts of Natural Religion will 
ponent recommend Chriſtianity to them ; 

aſmuch as the Doctrine of the Goſpel doth 
not only improve and refine the Laws of Na- 
ture and Religion, but likewiſe eſtabliſheth 
their Authority, and gives them new ſtrength 
and force. Tf they really believe that there is 
a God who 2 the World, that there are an- 
changeable laws of Good and Evil, and a Future 
| D ſtate 
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ſtate of Rewards and Puniſhments, what a value 
ought ſuch Men to ſet upon the Scriptures, 
where they will find a more full and clear dif- 
covery of thoſe great and important 'Truths, 
than bare Reaſon could ever ſuggeſt? There 
they will fee one great ſeries of Providence 


carried on from the beginning of the World to 
the end of it, with many ſurprizing Turns, 
and an infinite variety of Wiſdom. There 
ey will find all the particular inſtances of 
moral Duty ſet forth in the cleareſt Light; ſe- 
veral of which, tho” at firft they might be 
writ with the Finger of God upon the Soul of 
Man, yet were in a great meaſure defacedand 
obliterated by the falſe Principles and corrupt 
Practices that had prevailed in the World be- 
tore the times of the Goſpel. And, laſtly, 
There they will find the uncertain Conjectures 
of humane Reaſon concerning a future State 
improv*d to a Demonſtration; and all the aſ- 
furance given us of a Life after this, which a 
State, that is ſuppos d to be future and inviſi- 


ble, is capable ot. 

The great Prejudice our Modern Scepticks 
have taken up againſt the Scriptures,, is, be- 
cauſe it propoſes ſeveral Myſerzes of Faith, to 
be receiv'd without, contradiction, altho' we 
cart form any clear Notion or Conception of 
them. This is every where cried out upon as 
an unreaſonable Impoſition upon Men's Un- 
derſtandings, and only a Trick of Prieſt-Craft 
to enſla ve the World. . 


But 
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But certainly if God Be an incomprehenſi- 
ble Being, 1. e. be ſo infinitely above us, that 
we can't thoroughly comprehend, or have an 
adequate Conception of his Nature and At- 
tributes (which I ſuppoſe all Men that believe 
a God, and conſult their own Conceptions con- 
cerning him, will acknowledge) then it is ve- 
ry abſurd to think, that he can reveal nothing 
concerning himſelf, but what we can perfe&- 
ly comprehend. And the ſublimeſt Myſteries, 
which are reveal'd in the Scriptures, are not in- 
tended meerly to puzzle or amuſe Mankind, 
as ſome weakly imagine, but are diſcover'd 
for the greateſt and beit purpoſes, wiz. to ad- 
vance real Piety and Goodnefs among. Men, 
by making known the wonderful Love of God 
toward us, and thereby reinforcing our Obli- 
gations of Duty and Thankfulneſs to him: For 
what more powerful motions of Love, Gra- 
titudeè and Obedience can be ſuggeſted to us, 
than thoſe which are taken from this Confi 
ration, that God ſent his only -begdtten :Sow' into 
the World t mong us and to die for us, 
that rough him ? Thoſe are real- 
ly Myſteries of Gadlineſs, diſcover*d upon the 


molt weighty Reafons, and ſerviceable to the 
— — 2 


And why then mufl ſuch glorious and uſeful 

Truths be rejected with: ſcorn, as if they were 

only the Contrivance of Prieſts to render their 

own Authority. more Sacred and Venerable? 

I confeſs the: Doctrine of Tranſubſt ant iat ion; 

and ſome other 2 which are peculiar ” 
* 7 1 . 7 
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the Church of Rome, do manifeſtly ſerve to 


that purpoſe. But what end of Prieſt-craft 
does the Doctrine of the Triaii advance? The 
belief of it neither increaſes the Power, nor 
promotes the Gain of the Clergy. Indeed the 
tru Reaſon why it was reveal'd in Scripture, 
and why. it is now to be Preach'd to the Peo- 
e, is to make them the better underitand 
Ks ineſtimable Love, and amazing Con- 
— in the Redemption of the World 
y our Lord Jeſus Chritt. Accordingly we 
ſee, that they who deny this Truth, in a juſt 
Conſequence of their own Principles, do like- 
wiſe deny the Lord that bought them : They nei- 
ther give him thoſe Dizize Honours, which of 
right belong to him, nor have a juſt value for 


his Suffrings the price of their Redemption. 


„ they that deny all Myſtery, 
ſtrike at the Foundations of N eaters! as well 
as Revealed Religion; for if nothing is to be be- 
liev'd but what may be comprehended, the ve- 

Being of God muſt be rejetted 
ence of future Contingencies, rs H 
the Divine Attributes, which all Men, Ha 
ens as well as Chriſtiams, thati haue had uny 
ſenſe of Religion, have acknowledgid to be 
— — the. Divine Natuter An 
evident Froof that fome Articles of Nr, a8 
well as of Revealed Religion, are above um Com> 

ebenſſon, and: thereſore are rejected 
e era Humane 3, above 
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